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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 

June 17, 2019 
at the Department of Administration, 

2nd Floor, Conference Room B, 
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI  02908 

Members Attending:  John Bucci, Aaron Coutu, Melody Drnach (Chair), Annette Feldman, 
Kenneth Findlay, Louise Herrington, Rosita Hopper, Marcus Mitchell, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, 
Leslie Page 

Members Absent:  Cristina Amedeo, Heidi Blais, Phyllis Lynch (ex officio), Doug Norris, Amanda 
Richman, Robert Sloan 

Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS):  Jason Ackermann, Karen 
Andrews, Chaichin Chen, Donna DiMichele, Karen Mellor 

Guests:  Deanna Brooks, President, School Librarians of RI; Mary Moen, Assistant Professor, 
University of RI Graduate School of Library and Information Studies; Esther Wolk, School 
Librarian, Coventry Elementary School System; Walter Dzialo 

Materials Distributed: 

• LORI Standards Revision Draft 

• LBRI Legislative Committee Report – June 17, 2019 

• LBRI Report of School Libraries Draft –June 17, 2019 

I. WELCOME 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:19 p.m. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the May 20, 2019 meeting 

Moved by:  Ms. Page 

Seconded by:  Mr. Coutu 

The meeting minutes were approved as presented. 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

Ms. Drnach welcomed the board to the final meeting before the summer break. 

IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

A. Ongoing 

i. State Budget 

The House Finance Committee passed the state budget out of committee on June 14.  
Library grant-in-aid (GIA) was level-funded and a general grant of $100,000 for the RI 
Library Association (RILA) was included as a line item for GIA.  The OLIS budget is 
unchanged from the budget proposed by the Governor in January and includes 13 full-
time employees (FTE).  OLIS has one vacant position, Library Program Manager.  The 
budget will move to the House for consideration, and once passed, to the Senate and 
the Governor. 

ii. Continuing Education (CE) (Ms. DiMichele reporting) 

The Adult Services Roundtable will meet on June 19 for a planning session for future 
meetings.  The Special Collections Roundtable program “Security Measures for Special 
Collections” is scheduled for July 11 at the Jamestown Library, with an optional tour of 
the Jamestown Historical Society Vault and Museum. 

More detailed information about CE programs is available on the OLIS website. 

iii. Summer Reading Program (SRP) (Ms. DiMichele reporting) 

The 2019 Summer Reading Program begins this month. OLIS coordinated 365 programs 
for children and teens at 69 libraries; OLIS will pay for 135 of the programs. OLIS also 
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coordinated an incentive program of free admission to ten RI museums and nature 
centers for children who meet local reading goals. Libraries with adult summer reading 
programs also offer opportunities arranged by OLIS for adults to earn free admission to 
four museums. 

The 2019 SRP theme is A Universe of Stories.  A free summer library program, “From 
Earth to the Moon!”, is donated and presented by Renée Gamba, Director of the 
Museum of Natural History and Planetarium at Roger Williams Park and 2019 Kids 
Reading Across Rhode Island (KRARI) honorary chair. The program will be offered at 17 
public libraries statewide as part of the 2019 SRP and KRARI program. 

B. OLIS Diversity Summit 

OLIS, in partnership with the RI Library Association (RILA), the URI Graduate School of 
Library and Information Studies (GSLIS), and Cornucopia of RI (CORI), will offer a 
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Summit on August 7 at URI.  The daylong event will include 
a keynote speaker, group breakout sessions and a panel of representatives from 
organizations serving diverse populations.  The Summit begins the discussion about 
diversity and inclusion by examining implicit bias and considering ways libraries can 
serve and reflect the diverse communities they serve, and initiates a series of programs 
on equity, diversity and inclusion.  Registration for the Summit will be available on the 
OLIS website.  

C. Summer 2019 

i. Continuing Education (CE) Planning 

On July 25 OLIS professional staff will attend a daylong offsite planning session for CE 
programming.  In advance of the session, OLIS will conduct a survey to collect data on 
the library community’s CE needs. 

ii. Fall Events 

a. Project Outcome 

Project Outcome, a Public Library Association (PLA) toolkit, is designed to help public 
libraries across the nation gather data on the impact of library services and 
programs. Project Outcome data can be consolidated to provide OLIS with survey 
data on library programs and services at libraries across the state.  The Project 
Outcome toolkit is updated and improved regularly.  OLIS will deploy the toolkit in 
the Spring of 2020. 

b. Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) Institute (Ms. DiMichele reporting) 

In partnership with YALSA, a division of the American Library Association (ALA), OLIS 
is offering the Teen Services with Impact Institute.   The program will give 
participants the skills to explain the value of teen programs, teach them how to 
apply social, emotional, and YALSA competencies to teen activities, and understand 
the development of teen services and programs. 

Linda Braun, consultant for YALSA will be the facilitator and presenter. The institute 
is open to librarians from Connecticut and Massachusetts. 

V. Special Topics: Overview of Interlibrary Loan and Technology Use in RI Libraries 

Chaichin Chen, OLIS Resource Sharing Coordinator, and Jason Ackermann, OLIS Digital 
Resources Coordinator, presented an overview of interlibrary loan (ILL) and technology in RI 
libraries.  Highlights of data gathered from the 2019 LORI Certification were presented.  Ms. 
Chen and Mr. Ackermann demonstrated visualizations of the survey data, which can be 
configured by users of that data, which is presented by OLIS using Power BI.  Interactive Google 
Maps were used to indicate RI libraries that provide creative spaces. 

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Federal & State Legislative Updates (Mr. Coutu reporting) 

Federal library legislation is unchanged with no activity to report. 
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Senate Bill S84, prohibiting manufacture of weapons undetectable by metal detectors, 
including 3D guns, which could be made in libraries, passed in the Senate and was referred 
to House Judiciary. 

House Bill H5355 amends the definition of ‘public body’ to include boards of directors for 
libraries whose operational budget is funded by at least 25% of public funds in the prior 
state fiscal year.  The bill passed and was referred to the House for consideration. 

Senate Bill S978 requires “[school] library-media programs outlined in section G-13-1.3.11 
of the RI Basic Education Plan (BEP) be staffed by a librarian with certification from an 
American Library Association (ALA) accredited program” and sets standards for school 
libraries and school library services, “including the American Association of School Librarians 
(AASL) national standards.”  The bill was introduced on June 13 and scheduled for a June 19 
hearing. 

VII. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

No board member reports. 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Approval of Revised Library of RI (LORI) Standards 

Ms. Mellor thanked LORI Standards Committee members for their participation and 
reviewed the revisions made to the LORI Standards since the May meeting. 

Motion to approve:  Mr. Findlay 

Seconded by:  Mr. Mitchell 

The LORI Standards were approved as presented. 

B. Review of School Libraries Committee Report 

Ms. Mellor thanked the School Libraries Committee members for their participation, and 
reviewed the draft report.  Three charges were given to the committee: 

• Review the current status of school libraries, including library facilities, library staffing, 
and librarians’ duties in Rhode Island’s K-12 institutions; 

• Identify challenges to the inclusion of successful school library media programs in Rhode 
Island schools; and 

• Make recommendations in a written report to the Library Board of Rhode Island for 
actions that would strengthen school library media programs in Rhode Island schools. 

Ms. Mellor will send the report draft to the board for review during the summer break.  
Recommendations for further revisions may be submitted to Ms. Mellor.  A vote to accept 
the report will be held at the September meeting.  Following approval, the board will 
determine additional actions. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

No new business. 

X. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment. 

XI. FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next LBRI meeting is scheduled for September 16, 2019, from 4:15 – 5:45 p.m., at the 
Department of Administration, Conference Room B, 2nd Floor, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI.  
The board will establish the 2019-2020 meeting schedule at the September meeting. 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by:  Mr. Bucci 

Seconded by:  Mr. Coutu 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.m. 


