RI Forest Conservation Commission
IN PERSON MEETING
May 4, 2023
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
RI Department of Environmental Management
235 Promenade Street, Room 330C Office of Air Resources (3rd Floor)
Providence RI, 02908
Please note that members of the Commission are required to attend in person per RI’s Open Meeting Act Requirement.
Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84945694585?pwd=TW02UkNBeUt3NjVYMUs0VlFsMUQwQT09
Meeting ID: 849 4569 4585 | Passcode: 594445
Dial-in: 1-929-205-6099

MINUTES
AGENDA
Present: T. Boudreau, S. Millar, M. Tremblay, D. Caldwell, B. Thurber, D. Gregg, P. De La Cruz, K. Sayles, C. Tharringer, C. Riely 
1. Approval of March 2022 Meeting Minutes
P. De La Cruz motioned to approve the minutes -  D. Caldwell seconded - all in favor.
2. FCC DEM-hosted Page Discussion – Follow-up
T. Boudreau updated the FCC on the internal discussion of hosting an informational page on the FCC on the DEM webpage. Will push to have it up and running before the July meeting schedule.
3. Most Important Forest Criteria Discussion and Possible Action
Group discussed the presentation from the previous meeting on soil ordinations and confirmed that Jim Turenne from NRCS confirmed that the data was accurate, and if it fit our needs, was good to use, however, it may be refined and updated in the future. 

Members expressed the need to explain what soil ordination means in an appendix of some sort if we are to use it in a definition

M. Tremblay has field checks some sites to confirm the ordinations on the ground. 
a. RI DEM GIS Update
P. Jordan from RI DEM presented on an opportunity that RI DEM has to purchase some new forest land cover data that will provide an opportunity to further details RI’s forestland and map specific species locations, not just overall percentages statewide. This data is being presented to RI DEM later in May, and DEM will provide and update on that meeting at the next FCC meeting.

FCC members mentioned that Restoring America’s Estuaries, SNEP 2023 could be a possible funding source to help pay for this new data.

T. Boudreau will check and send around the 1939 Ortho Project that URI completed to the FCC members.

C. Riely suggested removing the Northern Hardwoods section from the Most Important Forests definition.

D. Gregg changed the “Natural History Survey” language in the definition to “Natural Heritage”

The FCC reiterated its Most Important Forests Definition to include:
Core Forests
Old Growth
Natural Heritage
Drinking GAA and AA, Wellhead protection Area (possibly cold water buffer areas?)
Heritage Forest types (pitch pine/scrub oak, oak/holly, flood plain (may need further breakdown in this type))
Look to get a definition on Urban Forests/how to incorporate importance in this area?

S. Millar suggested presenting at the RI Woodland Partnership on the updated definition 

4. Forest Parity Act Update
S. Millar gave the group an update – there is no companion bill in the Senate
5. Proposed Legislative Wildfire Commission Discussion
S. Millar gave and update that there was discussion in the RI Legislation to convene a group to discuss a wildfire commission being formed.
6. Other
The group had a discussion on current legislation that mentions forestland. The FCC is unclear as to where they stand on the role of offering comment on legislation and
D. Caldwell motioned to “Ask the DEM Director what he would like the FCC to do on pending legislation pursuant to the statue of this commission”
K. Sayles seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

The group determined it would be best to hold a June meeting, as July might be hard to schedule.  It was determined the FCC would meet June 1.
7. Public Comment
None
Adjourn
Questions/Need Assistance? Please contact Tee Jay Boudreau (RIDEM) at teejay.boudreau@dem.ri.gov
Posted May 2, 2023
