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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION 
40 Fountain Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 (401) 222-3790 (Voice/TT)  

         Email: ethics.email@ethics.ri.gov 
                   Website: https://ethics.ri.gov 

 
 

 
NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

DATE: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 
 

TIME: 9:00 a.m. 
PLACE: Rhode Island Ethics Commission 

Hearing Room – 8th Floor 
40 Fountain Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 

LIVESTREAM: The Open Session portions of this meeting will be livestreamed at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81777547193 
 
This is an in-person meeting held at the physical location listed above. 
Livestream access is being provided only as a convenience, but it is not 
an official meeting place and we do not guarantee virtual access to view 
or participate in the meeting. If the livestream virtual broadcast of the 
meeting is interrupted or cut off for any reason, the meeting will continue 
in person.  
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81777547193
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RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION 
40 Fountain Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
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AGENDA 

 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Motion to approve minutes of Open Session held on August 19, 2025. 

3. Director’s Report: Status report and updates regarding: 

a.) Complaints and investigations pending; 
b.) Advisory opinions pending; 
c.) Access to Public Records Act requests since last meeting; 
d.) Financial disclosure; and 
e.) General office administration;  

 
4. Advisory Opinions: 

 
a.) Chris Hauver, a member of the board of directors of the Jamestown 

Community Theatre Association, a program which falls under the Jamestown 
Department of Parks and Recreation, requests an advisory opinion regarding 
whether he is prohibited by the Code of Ethics from establishing a private, 
non-profit entity in order to conduct fundraising activities to benefit the 
Jamestown Community Theatre Association and from then serving as the 
entity’s chairperson and, further, what restrictions, if any, the Code of Ethics 

would place upon him while serving in both positions. [Staff Attorney Papa] 
 

b.) Carol Mossa, an alternate member of the Charlestown Planning Commission, 
requests an advisory opinion regarding whether, upon recusal, she may attend 
and speak at public hearings before the planning commission regarding a 
proposed development on two parcels of land located across the street from 
her personal residence. [Staff Attorney Papa] 
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5. Motion to go into Executive Session, to wit: 
 

a.) Motion to approve minutes of Executive Session held on August 19, 2025, 
pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-5(a)(2) & (4). 

 
b.) Motion to return to Open Session. 
 

6. Motion to seal minutes of Executive Session held on September 9, 2025. 
 

7. Report on actions taken in Executive Session. 
 
8. Hearing and public comment on proposed regulatory amendments to the Code of 

Ethics’ gift rule at 520-RICR-00-00-1.4.2, pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 36-14-9 
and 42-35-2.8: 
 
a.) As to Gift Limits: The Code of Ethics’ gift rule has, since 2005, prohibited 

gifts from interested persons to public officials that are valued in excess of 
$25 per gift or $75 in aggregate from the same source. This proposed 
amendment to subsection (B) of 520-RICR-00-00-1.4.2 raises those limits to 
$50 per gift or $150 in aggregate to acknowledge increases in inflation over 
the last twenty years and moving forward. 

  
The proposed regulation may be viewed at RICR Template.  
 

b.) As to Definition of “Interested Person” to include Lobbyists: The gift rule  

prohibits public officials from accepting expensive gifts from an “interested 

person,” which is defined to mean a person or entity with a direct financial 

interest in decisions made by the public official. While this definition has 
historically been understood to include gifts from lobbyists to the public 
officials they lobby, lobbyists for not-for-profit entities may not fit neatly into 
this definition. This amendment to subsections (C) and (D) of 520-RICR-00-
00-1.4.2 seeks to expressly prohibit expensive gifts from all lobbyists to the 
public officials they are lobbying.  

 
The proposed regulation may be viewed at RICR Template. 

 
9. New Business proposed for future Commission agendas and general comments 

from the Commission. 
 

10. Motion to adjourn. 
 
ANYONE WISHING TO ATTEND THIS MEETING WHO MAY HAVE SPECIAL 
NEEDS FOR ACCESS OR SERVICES SUCH AS A SIGN LANGUAGE 

https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/ETHICS/REG_13338_20250626105910956.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/ETHICS/REG_13338_20250626105910956.pdf
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INTERPRETER, PLEASE CONTACT THE COMMISSION BY TELEPHONE AT 222- 
3790, 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE SCHEDULED MEETING. THE 
COMMISSION ALSO MAY BE CONTACTED THROUGH RHODE ISLAND RELAY, 
A TELECOMMUNICATIONS RELAY SERVICE, AT 1-800-RI5-5555. 
 
 

Posted on September 4, 2025 


