
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

ONE CAPITOL HILL 

PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND 02908 

 

STATE PROPERTIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2026, 10:00 A.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM ‘B’ 

 

AGENDA 

 

Posted: August 27, 2026 

 

• Discussion and potential vote on the approval of the State Properties Committee 

meeting minutes of August 18, 2026. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. Department of Environmental Management – Discussion and potential vote on the 

approval and execution of a Purchase and Sale Contract and a Deed to Conservation 

Easement between the Department of Environmental Management and Quaiapen, LLC 

for the acquisition of the 42.676-acre Quaiapen LLC Property located on Yawgoo Pond 

Road in the Town of South Kingstown. 

a. Purchase and Sale Contract 

b. Deed to Conservation Easement 

Presenter: Brendan Buckless 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

ITEM A – Department of Administration – Discussion and potential vote on the 

approval and execution of an Off-Airport Land Lease between the Department of 

Administration and the Federal Aviation Administration for a communications tower 

located on Halligan Road at the Pastore Campus in the City of Cranston. 

a. Request for waiver of preliminary approval 

b. Off-Airport Land Lease 

Presenters: Albert Vitali, III, Esq. and Danyeli Valerio 

 

ITEM B – Rhode Island Council on Postsecondary Education (CCRI) – Discussion 

and potential vote on the approval and execution of a Facilities Use and License 

Agreement between the Rhode Island Council on Postsecondary Education (CCRI) and 

Kent County Memorial Hospital for the exclusive use of parking spaces located at the 

CCRI Knight Campus in the City of Warwick 

a. Request for waiver of preliminary approval 

b. Facilities Use and License Agreement 

Presenter: Ron Cavallaro, Esq. 
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ITEM C – Office of the Attorney General – Discussion and potential vote on the 

approval and execution of a Parking Lease Agreement between the Office of the Attorney 

General and MetroPark, Ltd. for the use of parking spaces located at 131 Canal Street in 

the City of Providence. 

a. Request for waiver of preliminary approval 

b. Parking Lease Agreement 

Presenter: Aida P. Gomez 

 

ITEM D – Office of the Attorney General – Discussion and potential vote on the 

approval and execution of a Parking Lease Agreement between the Office of the Attorney 

General and MetroPark, Ltd. for the use of parking spaces located at 4 Park Row in the 

City of Providence. 

a. Request for waiver of preliminary approval 

b. Parking Lease Agreement 

Presenter: Aida P. Gomez 

 

ITEM E – Department of Environmental Management – Discussion and potential 

vote on the approval and execution of a License Agreement between the Department of 

Environmental Management and The Beach Classic, LLC for the use of Fort Adams State 

Park located in the City of Newport to host Newport Beach Fest. 

Presenter: Jennifer Ogren 

 

ITEM F – Department of Environmental Management – Discussion and potential 

vote on the approval and execution of a License Agreement between the Department of 

Environmental Management and Swim Across America, Inc. for the use of Roger 

Wheeler State Park located in the Town of Narragansett to host a charity swim event. 

Presenter: Jennifer Ogren 

 

ITEM G – Department of Environmental Management – Discussion and potential 

vote on the approval and execution of an Indenture of Sublease between the Department 

of Environmental Management and Wildlife Rehabilitators Association of Rhode Island 

for the use of Poor Farm located within the W. Alton Jones Campus in the City of West 

Greenwich. 

a. Request for waiver of preliminary approval 

b. Indenture of Sublease 

Presenter: Troy Langknecht 

 

ITEM H – Department of Environmental Management – Discussion and potential 

vote on the approval and execution of an Indenture of Lease between the Department of 

Environmental Management and Anthony Esposito for the use of the apartment located 

above the Kelly House Museum located in the Town of Lincoln. 

Presenter: Troy Langknecht 
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ITEM I – Department of Environmental Management – Discussion and potential vote 

on the approval and execution of a Purchase and Sale Contract between the Department 

of Environmental Management and John O. Winsor Farm Realty, LLC for the purchase 

of the 158-acre Winsor Farm Property located at 112 Winsor Avenue in the Town of 

Johnston. 

Presenter:  Michelle Sheehan 

 

ITEM J – Department of Transportation – Discussion and potential vote on the 

approval and execution of a Permanent Loop Detector Easement between the Department 

of Transportation and Centreville Associates for the installation and maintenance of a 

permanent loop detector located at 203 Centreville Road in the City of Warwick. 

Presenter: Mark McHugh 

 

ITEM K – Department of Transportation – Discussion and potential vote on the 

approval and execution of a Temporary Use and Access Agreement between the 

Department of Transportation and 25 Bough LLC necessary for the construction of the 

“Providence Pedestrian Bridge over Amtrak” project located in the City of Providence. 

Presenter: Constance Beck 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the State Properties Committee will be held on 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026. 

 

Any individual requiring reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this 

meeting should contact Thomas Mannock at 222-6377 (voice) or #711 (R.I. Relay) at 

least (2) business days prior to the meeting. 



RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908  
 
 

TO:  Rebecca Webber, Chair 
State Properties Committee 

 
FROM: Terrence Gray, P.E., Director 
 
DATE:  July 31, 2026 
 
RE:  Quaiapen, LLC Property, South Kingstown 

Request for approval of and signatures on a Purchase and Sale Contract 
and a Conservation Easement 

 
The Department of Environmental Management (DEM) respectfully requests your 
approval of and signatures on a Purchase and Sale Contract and a Conservation Easement 
for the 42.676-acre Quaiapen, LLC Property located on Yawgoo Pond Road in South 
Kingstown. 
 
The Quaiapen property is surrounded by the Audubon Society of RI’s 1,000-acre Marion 
Eppley Wildlife Refuge and links an additional 2,500 acres of conservation holdings 
along the Queen River to conservation lands around Yawgoo Pond. The Queen River, 
one of RI’s coldest and cleanest rivers, provides important habitat for freshwater mussels, 
brook trout, and amphibians and is part of the Wild & Scenic Wood Pawcatuck River 
watershed. The Quaiapen property itself contains portions of an intact Atlantic White 
Cedar swamp, which is a globally threatened type of wetland, and a white pine/mixed 
hardwood forest upland. 
 
Long a target of conservation, this project represents a partnership between DEM, the US 
Forest Service, and the South Kingstown Land Trust. The purchase price for the 
Conservation Easement is $1,000,000, with $500,000 being funded by the US Forest 
Service’s Forest Legacy Program. In addition, the South Kingstown Land Trust received 
a DEM Open Space Grant in the amount of $400,0000 to conserve this property, and will 
contribute an additional $100,000.  
 
Brendan Buckless, Division of Planning & Development will present this request. Your 
consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 
 
cc: Dane Kwiatkowski, Department of Administration 

Rachel Rebello, Esq. Attorney General’s Office 
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RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
235 Promenade Street, Room 425 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908  

 

 

 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Rebecca Webber, Chairperson     

  

DEPT: State Properties Committee 

 

FROM: Terrence Gray, P. E., Director 

 

DATE: August 13, 2026 

 

SUBJECT: License Agreement/SWIM ACROSS AMERICA, INC.- CHARITY SWIM 

 
 The Department of Environmental Management is seeking approval and signatures for a License 

Agreement with Swim Across America, Inc to host a charity swim at Roger Wheeler State Park on Saturday, 

September 12, 2026. This event is an open-water charity swim that raises money to fund gynecologic and 

breast cancer research at Women & Infants Hospital of Rhode Island. The inaugural SAA-RI Swim took 

place in 2010. It is held annually on the second Saturday of September at Roger Wheeler State Beach, 

except for cancellations in 2019 (Hurricane Dorian) and 2020 (Covid-19 pandemic). The majority of 

participants are current and former college swimmers, with the remainder age-group club swimmers, 

Masters swimmers, recreational swimmers, cancer survivors and their friends and family. Most of the 

participants and many of the volunteers are part of and attend as fundraising teams. The Swim is not a race; 

it is marketed as a fun charity fundraising event. The 0.25-mile option is exclusively for swimmers aged 9 

to 12 and the 0.5 and 1.0 mile options are for ages 13 and older. The event is estimated to host 1200 

attendants.  

 

This License Agreement will be for a two-day term with the option to extend for two (2) additional two-

day terms to host this event in 2027 and 2028. Swim Across America, Inc. has hosted this event on the 

Department’s property for twelve years. This organization has continued to be a very respectful, safe and 

consistent partner. 

 

 As always, the Department appreciates the State Properties Committee’s time and consideration of this 

request. A representative from the Division of Parks and Recreation will attend the meeting of the State 

Properties Committee to answer any questions.    

 

Cc.  Dane Kwiatkowski, DOA 

         Rachel Rebello, Esq., Office of the Attorney General 

         Michael Walker, RICC 

         Russell Irving, DOA 
 







RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908  
 

 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Memorandum 

 

TO:  Rebecca Webber, Chair 

State Properties Committee 

 

FROM: Terrence Gray, P.E., Director 

 

DATE:  August 14, 2026 

 

RE:  Winsor Farm property, Johnston 

Request for approval of and signatures on a Purchase & Sale Contract 

 

The Department of Environmental Management respectfully requests your approval of 

and signatures on a Purchase & Sale Contract for the purchase the 158-acre Winsor Farm 

Property in Johnston, RI.   

 

Winsor Farm is a significant historical, agricultural, and open space property that is a 

target for acquisition because of its public outdoor recreation potential and its agricultural 

resources located in close proximity to urban centers. In this project, DEM will acquire 

the property and will enter into a lease agreement with the Northern Rhode Island 

Conservation District to manage the farmstead area, which consists of approximately 35 

acres of fields, auxiliary forestland, two homes and a few outbuildings. The Conservation 

District will make the land available to farmers with limited access to agricultural land 

via subleases in a model similar to the nearby Snake Den Farm. 

 

The remainder of the property, which consists of approximately 123 acres of forested 

land, will be managed by DEM for its wildlife habitat and public recreational 

opportunities – mainly hiking and wildlife viewing. 

 

The purchase price of the property is $3,520,000 which will be funded through the 

following sources: State Farmland Bond in the amount of $1,350,000, State Open Space 

Bond in the amount of $850,000, the National Park Service’s Land and Water 

Conservation Fund in the amount of $1,160,000, and Providence Water Supply Board, in 

the amount of $160,000.  

 

In exchange for the State Farmland Bond funding, DEM will convey a Deed to 

Development Rights over the 35-acre farmstead area, excluding the dwellings, to the RI 



Agricultural Lands Preservation Commission to ensure the farmland remains available 

for agriculture into the future. 

 

Michelle Sheehan, Division of Planning & Development will present this request. 

Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 

 

cc: Dane Kwiatkowski, Department of Administration 

Rachel Rebello, Attorney General’s Office 
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