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Ryan Estus '26 1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Student Representative

a. Minutes of the October 27, 2025, Academic Affairs and Research
Committee meeting. Enclosure

2. REPORT OF THE CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER Enclosure
Barbara Wolfe, Provost and Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs

a. New England Commission of Higher Education - NECHE
Standards for Accreditation — effective July 1, 2026

b. 2026 URI Academic Summit

The University of Rhode Island is an equal opportunity employer committed to community, equity, and diversity.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r799DGcIdEMAVVFKyGzDegq_kAStfy-Z/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lJ09XRmM2fNpXuec7VEn7diTdsgW1zo4/view?usp=drive_link
https://web.uri.edu/trustees/meetings/
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3. REPORT OF THE CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER Enclosure
Bethany Jenkins, Vice President, Research and Economic Development

a. Update on URI’s Grant Portfolio and Research Activity

4. ACTION ITEMS

a. Consideration of legislation from the Graduate Council #2025-2026-03C, College of Education
organizational change to create a new degree opportunity, Doctorate of Education, which has been
approved by the faculty and president of the University of Rhode Island; and recommendation to
the URI Board of Trustees. Enclosure
Barbara Wolfe, Provost and Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs

b. Consideration of legislation from the Faculty Senate Curriculum & Standards Committee Report
#2025-2026-02C, College of Education organizational change to create a new degree opportunity,
Bachelor of Arts, Learning and Education in Action, which has been approved by the faculty and
president of the University of Rhode Island; and recommendation to the URI Board of Trustees.
Enclosure
Barbara Wolfe, Provost and Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs

c. Consideration of the granting of tenure, effective March 1, 2026 to incoming Vice Provost and
Dean of the Graduate School, Dr. Mary Elizabeth Meyerand, who has met the requirements for
tenure at the University of Rhode Island, and recommendation for approval to the URI Board of
Trustees. Enclosure
Barbara Wolfe, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

5. ADJOURN

The next URI Board of Trustees Academic Affairs and Research Committee meeting is scheduled for
April 9, 2026.

The University of Rhode Island strives to provide inclusive access to events. If you need reasonable
accommodation or have a question about accessing a Board of Trustees public meeting, please call (401) 874-
4338 in advance of the meeting. For TTY, please call the R.I. Relay Service at 711. We encourage all
individuals seeking accommodation to reach out as early as possible in advance of the meeting as the
University’s ability to provide a requested accommodation may be impacted by the timing of the request.
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